


PRODUCT&DESIGN
FOR EVERYDAY OUTFITS





STORY OF
TONNAM 

High in the Omkoi Hills of Northern Thailand, just about where Route 1099 ends and the misty 
cloud forests begin, the Karen people find their home. Hundreds of miles from the nearest city, 
they live a peaceful life rooted in centuries of hilltribe tradition and craftsmanship, existing in pure 
harmony with the environment.

Over many years of visiting and understanding the Omkoi Hills, we have developed strong 
relationships with some of the finest Karen artisans alive. Working with little more than 
surrounding natural resources and human ingenuity, these craftsmen create handwoven textiles 
that are renowned across the region for their sophisticated designs and refined texture.

To make these highly-prized textiles, cotton is hand-dyed using roots, berries, barks, and leaves 
sustainably foraged from the forests. Painstakingly woven on wooden back strap looms - it takes 
4-5 days for an artisan to weave a single length of cloth - the cotton yarn is transformed into a 
piece of art. The resulting textiles, coming to life with traditional motifs passed down through the 
generations, are striking, delicate.

Back in Bangkok, our design team carefully turns these fabrics into elegant classics for 
contemporary life. Working with Omkoi back strap loom textiles is a famously challenging skill 
that only the most experienced tailors possess, since they are considerably narrower than 
standard-width cloth. Unlike mass-produced garments, no two Tonnam pieces are exactly alike 
thanks to the beautifully irregular weaving and dyeing process; this makes each garment a truly 
unique, one-of-a-kind creation. 

The well-guarded secrets of Karen weaving are passed down from mother to daughter as an 
important bond and invaluable skill, to provide clothes for their family members. By cutting out 
the middleman and working directly with the hilltribes, we have managed to keep costs low, 
passing these savings on to our customers and ensuring that each individual craftsman upstream is 
paid a fair wage. Every Tonnam garment purchased not only supports the artisanal textile weaving 
industry, but also provides a source of income for better education, healthcare, and 
empowerment.

From business meetings to a weekend trip to the sea, our versatile outfits bring the timeless 
textile traditions of the Omkoi Hills into your everyday life.



OUR DESIGN & 
INSPIRATION

• Since March 2019, we have launched 2 collections, first 
prototype was launched in March 2019, Pastel&Plain
Collection was launched in June 2o19

• Handmade motif and natural color dye are our 
inspiration to design , to mix and match and bring life on 
our outfits

• Every piece of our work must present hilltribe’s creativity 
and craftmanship, simple friendly timeless is the core 
design on Tonnam

• Price ranged from THB2,500 (US$80++)



CREATIVITY & 
CRAFTMANSHIP
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